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The Four-Way-Test :
“Of the things we think, say or do...”
Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

The Four

Way Test is the

guiding light of

Rotary. These four

simple questions,

l framed in 1932

by Rotarian

Herbert J.  Taylor,

are not just words. They are a
moral compass, a way of Ilife,
and a universal code of conduct
that applies to our personal,
professional, and social lives.

Let us look at them one by one.
‘of the things we think, say
or do” means everything in
our mind, words, and actions
should be guided by these
four ethical principles. It's like
a moral compass for daily life.
1. Is it the TRUTH?
Truth is the foundation of trust. In a
world where false promises and half-
truths are often seen, truth shines
like a lamp If our words and actions
are based on truth, we never need to
fear being exposed. In business,
telling the truth creates loyal
customers. In personal life, speaking
the truth creates lasting respect.
Mahatma  Gandhi once said,
“Truth never damages a cause
that is just.” Truth gives us
strength and credibility. Swami
Vivekananda Said, “Truth may
be disturbed but it can never
be defeated”.
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Fairness means  justice.
It means not taking advantage
of others for our own gain. If

words and
not divide

isolates us? Our

® it :
c ?6 S lrlt actions should unite, ivide.
e Goodwill is like a seed—when we
sow kindness, we harvest friendship.
b h d A simple smile, a helping hand,
e ln or polite words can win more
friends than wealth or power.
c7ﬁe Four,‘NJé-\_ Rotary projects, when done
y with a spirit of goodwill, bring

people together beyond caste,
creed, and religion.
Friendship is the wealth that never
decreases when shared.
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?
The highest
and greatest

form of
pleasure is when
everyone benefits. Rotary
believes in “Service Above Self,”
which is nothing but this principle.
A water project helps an entire
vilage, not just one family.
Conclusion The Four-Way Test is
not just a Rotary philosophy—it
is a universal truth. It teaches us

SUCCEeSS

I Isitthe ¥
F itFAR )
0 Wil it buid 3

B GOODWILL |
| and BETTER |

. FRIENDSHPS? that:  Truth  brings  credibility,

T Fairness brings justice,
BENEFICIAL

o comceret? Goodwill  builds harmony,

And benefit to all brings

i ' real progress.
something benefits “The Four-Way g i
us but harms . . we all begin to

: Test is not just think Kk and
someone else, it words. It is a moral Nk, speax, an
cannot be fair. . act with these

compass, a way of life,

A businessman and a universal code of four questions
who charges a conduct.” in  mind, our
fair price wins families, our
trust forever. “Truth is the foundation businesses, our
A leader who of trust. In business, it communities,
treats all team WACEICCRCINSTEHLTIEIEAY and our nation
members equally in personal life, it will surely
gains loyalty. creates lasting shine brighter.
Fairness creates respect.” So let us pledge
balance in society and today, as Rotarians,
ensures everyone feels to not just recite the
valued. Four-Way Test, but to live it,
3. Will it build GOODWILL breathe it, and spread it everywhere
and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? We go.
What is the use of success if -PDG DR.HARIPRASAD SOMANI
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SELF

- Dr Mehul Rathod
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